GROWTH   OF   BRITISH   INTERESTS
petroleum. Both Germany and Great Britain undertook to
observe their respective interests in the irrigation of the Gilician
plain and lower Mesopotamian valley.
Thus, on the eve of the World War, Great Britain's long tenure
as the dominant European Power in Turkish Arabia and the
Persian Gulf was about to enter a new phase. Three centuries
of British efforts to extend and to protect trade had culminated,
through the new concessions contained in the negotiated
Agreements, in fresh opportunities for British capital, talent and
products in the development of irrigation, of navigation, of the
ports of Basra and Baghdad and in the anticipated increase in
prosperity of Turkish Arabia. A share of the potential riches of
the petroleum fields of Kirkuk had also been won for British
exploitation.
Even more important, the long series of British activities in
the Persian Gulf and in the Tigris and Euphrates valleys: the
suppression of pirates, the establishment of suzerainty over
Arab chiefs of the Gulf, the surveys and investigations for river
and railway communication projects, and the initiation of
diplomatic and military measures, all of which had been suc-
cessfully directed towards protecting trade and forestalling
other powers from reaching the Gulf and thus menacing India,
had broken the force of the latest and most dangerous of the
attempts to disturb the status quo in Persian Gulf regions.
Great Britain's claim to special consideration and position in
south-west Asia had achieved recognition both by the Powers and
by Turkey itself. She had, in effect, with their consent, com-
pleted the peaceful annexation of the Persian Gulf as an Indian
Lake and the establishment of her special position in the
Mesopotamian wilayets of the Ottoman Empire.
The agreements, however, had not been all pure gain for
Great Britain. The Berlin-Baghdad Railway was to have its
outlet to the Gulf. Germany, although greatly restricted, was
to be admitted into the hitherto jealously guarded Garden of
Eden. Nor was there any guarantee as to how long the new
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